[image: image2.jpg]D.WILLZ
"WATERMELON

PRODUCED BY MARK KRAGEN






[image: image1.png]


D.Willz
“Watermelon”
     

  2 Fresh Entertainment

D.Willz, born Darrin Williams Jr., has had music in his blood since birth. Growing up in an Oakland California home and a neighborhood full of diverse people and music, he was always attracted to sounds.  He recalls carrying records and a record player around the house when he was only three years old. As a child his favorite game was singing along with the artists of the day while changing the lyrics and imagining himself on the stage singing the songs.  Now that dream has come true, with the release of Hood Pop, a defining moment in his rap career.
He has overcome one hurdle after another in this quest. At the young age of 12, he was a member of San Francisco, Bay Area rap group, Big Bang Theory. The 6-person group juggled school, contract negotiations and sold out shows, but after a proposed record deal fell through each member went his own way. D.Willz remembers the experience well, “BBT prepared me to become D.Willz.  I saw how things really worked in the music world.  It made me fearless.  We were actually booed off the stage of the Apollo theatre in New York. After that you can handle anything.”
After leaving the Bay Area to attend Sacramento State University, he lost focus on his music and suffered as a result, losing his girlfriend and almost failing out of school.  It was at that time that a mutual friend introduced him to producer Mark Kragen, who produces the beats that D.Willz raps too.  “I was saved by music, it gave me something to love again.”  Together they formed 2Fresh Entertainment, an independent production company.
Working with the same producer for the past 5 years and penning his own hits, he has established himself as a unique creative voice.  He got his first break in 2007 with the hit song "Licka Sto." The song stayed in heavy rotation on well-known radio stations throughout the West Coast and reigned supreme on 106 KMEL as the number one requested song of that summer. The success of “Licka Sto” was followed by hit records “Put It In The Middle”, “Cashed My Check” and now “Watermelon.”  D.Willz has worked with numerous innovative artists including The Cataracs, Mistah F.A.B, Bobby Brackins, and San Quinn.
“Watermelon” is the featured single on D.Willz’s Hood Pop mix-tape, hosted by DJ Ill Will and DJ Rockstar.  Hood Pop is not only the title of the mix-tape, but also the forefront of a sound and movement:  a blend of humorous, clever and often raunchy lyrics over bangin’ commercial urban beats.   
D.Willz has forged his own style avoiding the often misogynistic and violent stereotypes of the rap world.  The rapper speaks of his bold beats and eccentric lyrics; "My raps are for regular people who aren't out shooting up the neighborhood, or dealing drugs; for those of us who are getting by. My goal is to keep it real.”  He adds: “I see myself as a combination of the humor and energy of Ludacris mixed with the laid back flow of Fabulous.”
The “Watermelon” video, shot at an organic watermelon farm in Northern California, is roaring through the video world. It has been featured on the popular music networks; MTVU, MTV Jams, AMTV and MTV2, after earning the winning title in MTVU's "The Freshmen" competition.  
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