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       A-Plus/Compound 7
               
    Pepper Spray

    Compound 7/Hiero Imperium - July 25, 2011
A-PLUS

From the visionary musical family that includes Del The Funky Homosapien, Casual and Pep Love, Hieroglyphics Imperium presents A-PLUS. For nearly two decades, he has been honing his skills as producer, artist, and businessman as a founding member of the underground hip-hop consortium known as Hieroglyphics. With Souls of Mischief, he helped change the face of Hip-Hop through the innovative production and smooth flow realized on 1993's "93 'Til Infinity" and 1995's "No Man's Land". In 2005, he released the first in a series of mix tapes, Pleemix Vol. 1, and his eagerly anticipated debut solo effort, My Last Good Deed, was released in 2007. 

Since the late 1980s he has produced music for Hieroglyphics as a group and a musical collective without ever taking a break, responsible for some of Hieroglyphics’ biggest hits & most critically-acclaimed tracks including "Soweto" featuring Goapele, "You Never Knew," and the title track "Full Circle" which was featured on HBO’s “The Wire”.  He has also proven his versatility as a producer with critically acclaimed production credits on the works of artists encompassing many genres of music, from Me'shell Ndegeocello to Chris Isaak.
AAGEE
Born in Oakland, California AAGEE started playing instruments in the third grade and started producing at the age of 16 with guitars and drums. Years later, he began producing Bay area artists, most notably Dwayne Wiggins of Tony Toni Tone and members of Hieroglyphics. As one of LP Records most established producers, AAGEE specializes in various styles of music. Being a pro midi and audio engineer, one of AAGEE’s largest accomplishments was the movie scoring of Ed Laborde Jr's  breakthrough Caribbean film "Me & Mrs. Jones". 

As Compound 7, A-Plus & AAGEE have released instrumental albums including Mr. Goodnite Instrumentals, Audio Opulence, Seven Suites/Fear & Loathing, Space Monkey Vol. 1, and have production credits on A-Plus’ My Last Good Deed & Casual’s Smash Rockwell LP. The two production talents came together to form Compound 7 at the behest of their late friend B Nasty. “He continued to stay on us about merging our efforts, then we started getting serious as a production team, and after B Nasty died it became real,” explains A-Plus. “After we started making music together it became bigger than what we do on our own. Of course we still produce individually but it’s all Compound 7, as producers and as a company.” 

About PEPPER SPRAY

Hip Hop fans who also enjoy the sounds of alternative rock group The Red Hot Chili Peppers will rejoice when they hear Pepper Spray, an EP release from A-Plus of Souls of Mischief/Hieroglyphics and production team Compound 7. The brainchild of Compound 7 member AAGEE (who suggested an EP release with production based entirely off the Red Hot Chili Peppers), Pepper Spray is a specialty project, according to producer & MC A-Plus.  “The whole purpose is a Hip Hop tribute to the Red Hot Chili Peppers, inspired by their music and dedicated to their work. The cover is going to be a spin-off of one of their most popular covers – it’s a theme all throughout,” he explains. “The songs are all topic-oriented, sonically as well as lyrically. It’s a conceptual EP, certainly. I don’t want people to look at this like it’s MY new album, it’s something I worked on but it’s obviously in a different lane,” emphasizes A-Plus. “I’m stepping outside of my paradigm to do something new, different and artistic.” 

Standout cuts on Pepper Spray include "Californication," which features Del Tha Funky Homosapien. “The way the song is set up, you have to hear it, its two verses then the beat changes, then the verses again, like a refrain. I instantly thought of Del after we finalized the beat. The subculture of California is snaky but its home, that’s what the Chili Peppers’ song is about so I just rapped about what California is for me in the same way - the positive and negative," says A-Plus.

Memories and experiences of tours & being on the road are a recurring theme of the Red Hot Chili Peppers’ music as well as on Pepper Spray. “Road Trippin’ is a song about leaving to go on the road, and what it entails. Just being out from an artist’s perspective and how it’s a very hard but amazing job,” A-Plus reasons. “By the Way is another song about being on the road, but more of a specific story, of our tour bus getting pulled over, smelling like weed, me getting arrested, it’s a story – they’re both tour-story oriented.” 

Pepper Spray, in drawing from one of the greatest alt-rock bands of this century and turning their sound into a Hip Hop format will undoubtedly draw new fans toward both genres of music and beyond. One thing is sure; Compound 7’s Pepper Spray will open your mind.
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Digital photos, bio and music available at


� HYPERLINK "http://www.audibletreats.com/download/ace-reporter/" ��http://www.audibletreats.com/download/a-plus�


For more info contact:


 (Online) Dan Friedman: 718.768.7275 �HYPERLINK "mailto:dan@audibletreats.com"��dan@audibletreats.com� 








Pepper Spray Track Listing:


1) Cant Stop


2) Road Trippin


3) Californication feat Del, scratches by Zac Hendrix


4) Snow((Hey Oh)), scratches by DJ Platurn


5) By the Way


6) My Friends feat AAGEE


7) Give It Away feat Knobody and Del, scratches by Zac Hendrix
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