OPIO-TRIANGULATION STATION
“Dial The Seven Digits, Call up Bridget…” (93 ‘Til Infinity-Souls Of Mischief)

Since these words were spoken over a decade ago in nasal, lispy tones, OPIO’s distinctive voice has been one of the most recognizable and respected in Hip Hop.  His piercing vocals are the clarion call of the Hieroglyphics Crew, the Bay Area lyrical giants known for rapid-fire lyrics and a maverick spirit.  

As a member of both Souls of Mischief and Hieroglyphics, Opio pulls double duty as both producer and MC .  A self-proclaimed “Child of the 70’s” and raised in a musical household, Opio knew early on that Hip-Hop was his love.  “My father was a musician…I was always exposed to all different music, Classical, a lot of Jazz… Reggae, Rock… Hip-Hop was just the combination of all that to me.”   Throughout the early eighties, he breakdanced, deejayed and emcee’d, fully immersed in the culture that he still loves.        

As a teen, Opio hooked up with local rappers Tajai and A Plus, whom he met through Casual, another MC who was Opio’s classmate and neighbor.  The three instantly clicked and began recording together, soon adding fourth MC Phesto Dee to form the group Souls of Mischief. Together with Del the Funky Homosapien, Casual, Domino and Pep Love, the crew Hieroglyphics was born.  The rest is history…

Looking back, Opio has achieved a rather impressive following along with Souls as he continues down the path of excellence.  Their first LP, 93 'Til Infinity  (Jive, 1993) which debuted at #14 on Billboard's R&B charts and placed at 109 in the top 200, garnered both commercial and critical success, and is widely recognized as a Hip Hop classic.  Their second album, No Man's Land  (Jive, 1995) came in at #27 on the R&B charts.  Along with these major label releases, Souls of Mischief have continued their growth, but within their own company, Hiero Imperium, the independent label Opio and his Hieroglyphics brethren formed in 1997.  Opio’s lyrics and production can currently be heard on the Hieroglyphics releases, Third Eye Vision (Hiero Imperium, 1998), One Big Trip (Hiero Imperium, 2002) and Full Circle (Hiero Imperium, 2003), along with the Souls of Mischief album, Trilogy: Conflict, Climax, Resolution (Hiero Imperium, 2000).  

In the years since his first introduction into Hip-Hop, Opio has continuously expanded his musical talents and duties within the crew.  Since the early days he was never comfortable playing the background in the studio, instead preferring to come up with song ideas, hooks and rare samples to add to the mix.  As time passed, he began to take a more active role in the behind-the-boards creation of music.  Now a master song craftsman, Opio has produced and arranged several Souls and Hiero classics (“Rock It Like That,” “Oakland Blackouts,” “Medication,” “Megablast,” and “Heatish” to name a few).  He revels in his ability to sculpt songs in a group setting.  These progressively expanding abilities have culminated in his exciting solo debut, Triangulation Station (Hiero Imperium, 2005) which is as much a display of Opio’s production and orchestration skills as it is a solo rap effort.  

Triangulation Station is a sonic adventure.  Opio takes you on a ride that touches all parts of our existence, from the mundane to the extraordinary.  He creates soundscapes for he and his guests (Hieroglyphics, Pigeon John, Planet Asia, Rasco, Shake The Mayor) to paint lyrical portraits.  Over the swinging horns of “Roxanna” we are introduced to a cutthroat drug queenpin who has piqued Opio’s interest.  “Granite Earth” (with Pigeon John) is an inspirational song about life’s possibilities, set to a jazzy, uplifting groove.   “Dream... But Don’t Sleep,” is a cautionary, dramatic discussion about the use of drugs as escapism,  where he manages to tackle the issue without sounding preachy.  “Drivers Wanted” (The artist’s favorite) shows Opio and the rest of the Souls in rare form.  From beginning to end the listener is treated to a mix of incredibly innovative beats, creative song structure and challenging, insightful lyrics. 

Triangulation: any similar trigonometric operation for finding a position or location by means of bearings from two fixed points a known distance apart.  If triangulation is the use of multiple methods in order to verify one’s postion, Opio with his multilayered production, poignant lyrics, own independent label and recent college degree has definitely located himself on higher ground.

Contact Trevor Seamon trevor@scorepress.com, or Daria Kelly daria@hieroglyphics.com  for more info.

