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Dinner At The Thompson's
Off The Grid

May 17th, 2011 - Earth At Work Records

There is a saying, however contradictory, that opposites attract. Dinner At The Thompson's exist by this rule. She, Lucille Tee, is a New York- born, California-raised soul singer whose sweet, smoky vocals pull from jazz, soul, and spoken word, creating a new sound with influences from Portishead and Erykah Badu. He, Fablive, is a Le Havre, France-based producer and multi-instrumentalist, whose influences pull from hip-hop, funk, and electro, creating a sound that draws from producers such as J. Dilla, DJ Shadow, Mark Ronson, and others. Together, their sound is an eclectic blend of nu-soul, electro, and groove, influenced by afro-beat, hip-hop, jazz, & cinematic ambiances, and that sound will be on display on the duo's sophomore LP, Off The Grid. Released in Europe last fall to high acclaim, the album will see its stateside release on May 17, 2011 on Earth At Work Records and distributed by Fat Beats Distribution. 
Dinner At The Thompson's got its start in 2005 when Lucille, then living in Prague, hopped up on stage to sing with FabLive’s band, during a trip to France. FabLive ended up inviting Lucille to the studio to record and the three songs they laid down during the session became the start of their first album, Lifetime on Planet Earth, released in 2007. The album earned the pair acclaim and strong reviews across the board, both from national and international publications, was played on the BBC1 by Gilles Peterson and was named "one of the best albums of the year" by French magazine Vibrations. 

To support their debut release, Dinner At The Thompson's hit the road – and they stayed there. The group has performed over 300 shows in the past four years and shared stages with Little Dragon, Gilles Peterson, Gotan Project, Omar, Alice Russell, The James Taylor Quartet, and Roy Ayers, to name a few. While Dinner at the Thompsons’ is strictly just FabLive and Lucille, they often record and play shows with The Magic Bunch, made up of a drummer, keyboardist, guitarist, and bassist. 

The result of tour bus brainstorming and songwriting sessions while on the road is their second album, Off The Grid, which was mastered by Stonethrow Records’ technician, Kelly Hibbert, and due for release on May 17th. With Off The Grid Dinner At The Thompson's offers listeners a logical extension of the sounds heard on Lifetime On Planet Earth, while continuing to push boundaries and defy genre. Previously released exclusively in France and Germany in late 2010, Off The Grid garnered amazing reviews and was played on Nova (Paris), Radio Eins (Berlin), BBC 6 (UK), and even snuck onto KCRW’s Top 50 Charts here in the US at #6. 

"Levitating" offers a glimpse into Dinner At The Thompson's funkier sounds, layering various synths, while "Just A Dream" offers a cleaner sound, combining acoustic bass with bouncy drums and layering of horns for Lucille's sultry vocals. "Rice 'N' Beans" puts the duo's hip-hop influence front and center, with the song featuring Stones Throw rapper Guilty Simpson. Elsewhere, Dinner At The Thompson's enlist the efforts of Lee Fields for soulful, jazzy "Different Beings."
The lead singles "It All Began" and "Running" further display the groups’ diversity. The former begins with a bevy of sirens and before moving the listener with a steady yet infectious bass line, complimentary percussion and muffled keys, and tales of seedy underworld characters courtesy of Lucille's strong story telling. The latter, in contrast, is a frenetic, string- and horn-driven track that races along, as Lucille's lyrics "Quest for that special something/ Keeps him running, keeps him running," spin a tale of the never-ending search for fulfillment. 

With the release of Off The Grid, Dinner At The Thompson's has plans to once again hit the road, taking their new collection of songs across stages in Europe in April and the US in late May. Says FabLive, “This album was something I've wanted to do for a long time. The concept was to mix DATT's diverse musical influences of rare-groove, jazz-funk, hip-hop, soul & nu-beat to create a unique universe of sounds, moods, and ideas.”
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Track listing (Produced by FabLive & Starring Lucille Tee):


Intro


Day #02 How Can I 


Day #03 Spirulina Queen


Day #04 Just A Dream


Day #05 It All Began


Day #06 Levitating


Day #07 Rise Up


Day #08 Different Beings Feat. Lee Fields


Day #09 Whatever It Takes


Day #10 I Can Do Anything


Day #11 Running


Day #12 Western Spaghetti


Day #13 Rice 'N" Beans Feat. Guilty Simpson


Day #14 This Day We Call Hope


Day #15 You Are Love


Last Day








Digital photos, bio and music available at


� HYPERLINK "http://www.audibletreats.com/download/dinner_at_the_thompsons" ��http://www.audibletreats.com/download/dinner_at_the_thompsons�


For more info contact:


Michelle McDevitt: 718.768.7275 � HYPERLINK "mailto:michelle@audibletreats.com" ��michelle@audibletreats.com�


Dan Friedman: 718.768.7275 �HYPERLINK "mailto:dan@audibletreats.com"��dan@audibletreats.com�
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