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       Donwill

                  Don Cusack in High Fidelity

         March 23, 2010 Interdependent Media  


Donwill: the man, the myth, the legend. His name is William Donald Freeman, Jr. He's man only. Not myth, nor legend – yet.  But the legend of Donwill is being written every day.  After years of playing in the smokiest, seediest clubs that the world has to offer with his bandmates from Tanya Morgan, Donwill (as he’s called by family and friends) is stepping into the spotlight alone, with purpose and a gut-wrenching album narrating his missteps and misadventures in love.
Following the critical acclaim of Tanya Morgan’s first two LPs Moonlighting and Brooklynati, the native son of Cincinnati has recorded a collection of songs about new love, old love and lost love. Why? He explains:  “I think that everybody who has been in a serious relationship begins to revisit their past loves either actively or passively. They either track people down or look at old photos and wonder ‘what if?” 
And ‘what if’ indeed? The thought is investigated on songs like the ethereal emotional romp “Breathe” where Donwill offers, “I won’t hold my breath. I don’t need to. I just hope the stress don’t eat me too. I know what I’ve said, I know what I’ve done.  I know when I’m right, I know when I’m wrong.” 
Borrowing its title (and even some lines) from the cult-classic 2000 film High Fidelity, the storyline of Donwill’s relationship wins and losses parallels the film quite accurately. Supporting characters have been cast to perfection with Von Pea and Che Grand filling the roles of Dick and Barry, the musical moron twins.  Hieroglyphics’ Opio steps in for Tim Robbins’ portrayal of the villain (Ian Raymond), and Nicky Guiland (formerly of HEAVy) portrays the hypnotizing siren Marie De Salle. And while these collaborators may seem familiar to those who know Donwill’s past works, it was not merely happenstance that brought them to be: 
“The overall process took roughly a year or so and I literally cast the features like casting a movie. I tried to pick features that made sense to the overall concept of the album. This was a passion project so the artists had to be willing to accept your vision and respect the constraints, so me telling an artist he has to mention him being with Laura and his name is Ian is a lot of direction and some artists can't work like that.”
So why High Fidelity? “The movie just spoke to me on a million levels,” Donwill offers.  “Rob’s relationship with music and how it was a whole other character in the movie was one. And the whole quest for the truth behind his love life was the other thing that really what pushed me into doing it”.
Listeners who are unfamiliar with the film won’t be at a loss. Donwill’s knack for narration is vivid enough to pull you into the songs featured on the album, creating visuals completely independent from those in the movie. Note the album’s first single “Laura’s Song” which tells the story of Donwill meeting a charming young lady at a nightclub and their ensuing relationship. While the story is similar to that of the film, it stands alone. Details are replaced with a sophistication so engaging that the film needn’t be considered.
“This is an album about a year or so of my life. I just buried it beneath the concept of the movie. It can be enjoyed without any prior knowledge of the movie but if you have seen it, there is definitely an added level of enjoyment.” Whether familiar with the film or not, listeners are in for a treat as this record will not only prompt them to recall their former loves but will also prompt them to fall in love again - this time with Donwill’s High Fidelity.
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Track Listing:


Monologue


Laura's Song


Top 5 Breakups


Championship Vinyl


Ian's Song


Shake It Easy


Love Junkie


December 27th 





Breathe


I See You


Good


Leading Lady


P**** Rules The World


Maybe You & I


Girl, Girl


Hey baby 








Digital photos, bio and music available at


http://www.audibletreats.com/download/donwill
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