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IMG is a quick study. The MC, otherwise known as 19-year-old Maplewood, New Jersey native Grant Palmer, only began rapping in his senior year of high school. By the time he entered Syracuse University last fall, what was originally a way to make his friends laugh had developed into a serious career goal. Now, after a year in which he's rocked stages with the likes of T.I. and Wiz Khalifa and amassed more than 20,000 fans on Facebook, the soon-to-be sophomore is set to graduate to the next level with his DJ Whoo Kid-backed mixtape, Ain't Nothing To It.

"A lot of this stuff has happened so fast but my music is all me," says IMG, whose stage name is an abbreviation for IaMGrant. "I don't lie about a single thing. Every line in my music is backed up by a story or an event in my life."

IMG's birth as an MC coincided with a shift away from his first serious pursuit: soccer. A star player at New Jersey's prestigious Pingry School, he declined a trial offer to play professionally in Germany to enroll in college. After a falling out with his coach at Syracuse, where he's studying for a music-business degree, he decided to leave the sport behind to concentrate on rhymes. Lining up allies like Young Money's Short Dawg and Lil' Chuckee, he released his first mixtape, The Movement, in April while a web of friends and associates worthy of Kevin Bacon helped spread the word about his burgeoning career. 

"A big reason I am where I am now is a lot of my friends from my town went out to their separate colleges and played my music to their friends and then their friends would show me to other people," IMG says. The efforts were validated when infamous G-Unit DJ Whoo Kid called him two weeks before summer break, and asked to host his next mixtape. 

"He said he checked the fanpage and really liked how I was doing the college and music thing, and he was willing to put his name behind it," says IMG, who is now co-managed by Whoo Kid's manager, DJ J-Cash of Shadyville DJs (who co-hosts Ain't Nothing To It) and Anthony D'annunzio. "I was really in shock when he called me but it was along those lines. That was a good day."

Now that he has his college peers behind him, some key players in his corner and a few more months of rhyming under his belt, the clean-cut MC from the Jersey suburbs aims to capture the attention of the wider music industry with Ain't Nothing To It. Like its predecessor, the 14-song mixtape offers a strong dose of Drake- and Weezy-style punchline rap, but also topical songs like the autobiographical "I'm A Warrior."   

"This is really my first introduction to the music world to take me as a serious artist," IMG says. "I have to prove that I can rap and I've got flow and all that. But from there, I'm going to start branching off. I don't want to stick in one lane. I like to meet different kinds of people. The more people I can touch and the interact with, the better."
Digital photos, bio and music available at http://www.audibletreats.com/download/IMG
For more info contact:  (Online) Dan Friedman: 718.768.7275 dan@audibletreats.com
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