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80 Blocks From Tiffany's
Fall 2010 - FiveDayWeekend / Traffic Entertainment

The history of cinema includes countless films that have remained, for a variety of reasons, in total obscurity.  Sometimes there are disputes over rights and clearances or editorial privilege; sometimes there is a lack of follow through on the part of the distributors or even the filmmakers themselves.  Other times, a film simply falls through the cracks, and never sees the light of day.  Sadly, many of the films that get “lost” are the ones that really need to be found -- and 80 Blocks from Tiffany’s is one such film.  Here is a film that has been marooned in an archive for 30 years and, despite a brief educational VHS release in 1985, it has gone largely unseen, until now.  

80 Blocks from Tiffany’s documents the everyday activities of two South Bronx street gangs -- The Savage Nomads and the Savage Skulls -- circa 1979.  Director Gary Weis came up with the idea for the film after reading an article published in Esquire Magazine in 1977 by journalist Jon Bradshaw, entitled Savage Skulls.  Weis met Bradshaw and the two became friends, and soon the making of 80 Blocks from Tiffany’s was underway.  At the time, Weis was the filmmaker-in-residence at Saturday Night Live, making short, comic films with SNL cast members and writers that were interspersed throughout the live broadcast.  Weis managed to convince SNL’s producer Lorne Michaels to help him produce 80 Blocks… as a feature length documentary.

80 Blocks from Tiffany’s was shot over the course of a few weeks in 1979, and involved Bradshaw bringing Weis and crew down to the South Bronx to meet the contacts he had made riding with the cops on their beat while researching the Esquire article.  These included members of the Savage Skulls and the Savage Nomads, policemen and detectives (including Bob Werner of the NYPD Youth Gang Task Force, who plays a major role in the film), and community activists.  In general, everyone got along well, and despite the danger all around them, the shoot went off without a hitch.

Viewing the film is gazing into a world you could never visit, a setting that has long since vanished.  A 'cast' of young people you would be hard pressed to find any information about online or elsewhere offer their take on life in their shoes, all brilliantly captured through the lens of Joan Churchill (Director of Photography).  The camaraderie is there, the tension is present, and emotions as innocent as young love are subtly documented alongside tales of youths desensitized to murder, rape and terror.  

In recent years, the rich visual history of New York City street culture circa 1979 has come to light -- the photography of Jamel Shabazz and the reprint of Bruce Davidson’s “Subway” come to mind.  80 Blocks from Tiffany’s might be some of the only motion picture footage that exists to describe a culture that has all but vanished.  The South Bronx of today is a much different place than it was 30 years ago.  A lot of gentrification has taken place, and according to Werner, the Skulls and the Nomads, “for all practical purposes, no longer exist…so, it did pass, and like everything else, its cyclical.  Now, unfortunately, (gang life) is on a much greater level now, much more sophisticated.” 

Available commercially for the first time in 25 years, 80 Blocks from Tiffany’s finally gets to see the light of day, and will, without doubt, take its rightful place among the best documentary films of the 1970s.
   

Original text from the 1985 VHS release of 80 Blocks…
The most disturbing aspect of this film is that it is all REAL! Only a film-maker like Gary Weis, with strong youth and counter-culture credentials (including his numerous productions for the original Saturday Night Live), could penetrate the mental and physical fortresses constructed by the young toughs who prowl the New York streets in gangs. Weis gets on the inside of these gangs and exposes their illegal activities, their techniques, their reasons, their girls, and the cops who interact with them.

DVD Release Information…

FEATURE FILM:

Standard 

Widescreen

DVD EXTRAS:

Interview with Gary Weis (Producer & Director) 

Interview with Joan Churchill (Director of Photography)

40 PAGE BOOK INCLUDES:

"Savage Skulls" Article by Jon Bradshaw (Esquire Magazine, June 1977) 

Essay by David Hollander 

Artwork by Julian Allen

FEATURE 66:38 EXTRA 1 (GARY WEIS) 15:12 EXTRA 2 (JOAN CHURCHILL)12:30 TOTAL RUN TIME 94:20 

COLOR • STEREO • IN ENGLISH • NOT RATED
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Digital photos, bio and video available at


� HYPERLINK "http://www.audibletreats.com/download/80-blocks-from-tiffanys/" ��http://www.audibletreats.com/download/80-blocks-from-tiffanys/�


For more info contact:


(Print) Michelle McDevitt:  718.768.7275 � HYPERLINK "mailto:michelle@audibletreats.com" ��michelle@audibletreats.com�


(Online) Dan Friedman: 718.768.7275 �HYPERLINK "mailto:dan@audibletreats.com"��dan@audibletreats.com�
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