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His father was hardcore to say the least, a soldier in the Israeli army. Growing up was rough in the Glenwood Projects of Brooklyn for young Necro. Thus, Ron Braunstein became anti-social and developed into a teen-ager who was unable to avoid confrontation. Not surprisingly, he was quick to turn to violence and started selling drugs at age 17.  Indeed, there was no peace in the young Brooklynite's life other than music.  
Braunstein related to kids who lived the thug life; after all, he was one of them. It was the street way -- robbing, committing acts of violence and letting out aggression.  But after years of dealing with the streets, Braunstein realized his lifestyle would likely lead to prison or death and turned his life-long love of music into a legitimate business opportunity for himself. By the time he was 18, Braunstein started selling his self-produced instrumentals to rappers. Braunstein, known to hip-hop fans as Necro, hasn't worked for anyone other than himself since.

Necro used the negativity dumped upon him as motivation, an opportunity to pour his energy into something productive. "I always wanted to do something creative and not just do a square job," Necro says today, 11 years into what is one of the most remarkable independent rap careers of all time. "At almost every job I would work, you could catch me writing rhymes on napkins anytime I had a chance. I started rapping by like 12, but I was also into metal, and I was really good on guitar by like 10 years old. I was basically into metal and hip-hop all at once living in the projects."  

That duality -- his love of rap and metal -- has been the foundation for a career of phenomenal independent record success for Necro and his Psycho+Logical-Records (PLR). His five albums have included grisly groundbreaking subject matter -- how to get rid of a corpse, a thorough examination of cockroaches, the 12 King Pimp Commandments, the intricacies of human slave trafficking and the Manson murders -- and have each sold more than 35,000 units independently world-wide.  Necro created his own style called Death Rap and was the first rapper to rhyme on a death metal grind beat and work with real metal legends (Obituary, Igor from Sepultura to name a few) on legitimate collaborations. His beats have been praised by DJ Premier, Large Professor, and Pete Rock, three of the most respected rap producers of all time. He's sold out shows from Los Angeles to London, and he has also performed in Russia and Bulgaria, among other foreign countries. His videos have garnered more than 5 million+ views on the Internet, despite being an artist with virtually no mainstream exposure.

Necro's success can be at least partially attributed to his ability to stand out. He creates the most extreme brand of hardcore hip-hop available. It's violent, explicit, insane, and lyrically pornographic. The music is mental (psychological) but also insane (psycho) and intelligent (logical), hence Psycho+Logical-Records.  But in order to fully represent his music, he realized he had to carefully select his moniker. "I wanted a name that was more brutal than anything out and that would catch attention," Necro reveals. "I needed something that would make people say, ‘What?' and that name was the pre-fix for death."

Necro took the same approach with the music itself.  His first album, 2000's I Need Drugs, was a tour de force of the American netherworld. "I Need Drugs has a lot of different styles on it, from death rap, to porno, to revolutionary concepts," Necro says.  "I can still do songs from I Need Drugs live and create super brutal mosh pits off those tracks, so they have major longevity."
In order to have longevity, Necro understood that he needed to be in control of his material.  PLR enabled him to follow the Master P model of success by dropping a multitude of records independently and owning his 
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masters. "The indie route is the move," Necro explains. "It removes all the politics and all the haters and people who are nobody who think they are someone ‘cuz they are in the industry. If I have fans and they will pay for me, that's what counts in my eyes.  And, lucky for me, I have fans in every state and country on earth."
Those fans made I Need Drugs, and his subsequent albums -- Gory Days, The Pre-Fix For Death, The Sexorcist and Death Rap -- must-haves for fans craving rap at its most brutal. But those very fans had little opportunity to connect in person with their favorite rapper. That's because, amazingly, Necro did not tour in earnest until 2006, a full six years after his debut album. The pent-up demand helped Necro in several ways.  

"By the time I started touring in 2006, every show was sold out in every major city with my fans," he says. "I had dropped so much hot material by 2006 that I had a huge cult fan base that would pay to see me live, enough for it to warrant me getting hefty pay."

In the mean time, the PLR brand was expanding beyond Necro thanks to acclaimed albums from Ill Bill, Mr. Hyde, Sabac, The Circle of Tyrants & Brutality Part 1.  PLR became so popular that it has also evolved into a street crew whose members represent Power, Loyalty, Respect.

All this success sets the stage for Necro's 6th forthcoming album, DIE! The angst-filled collection features Necro's signature blend of topics: death rap, porn songs, thug joints, a pimp anthem and a song about war, among other volatile subjects.

"DIE! is basically like saying, ‘F%#$ you,' without the profanity," Necro says. "It's also been a slogan of mine for years, and it's a metal thing, too. For years, metal artists would say DIE! on songs, and I'm the only hip-hop artist to incorporate it into my style."

How the album, his sixth, is received holds special significance for Necro. "Metallica and Michael Jackson had issues coming up with their fifth and sixth records because they had come so insane on the first few records. I wanna be one of those artists that can deliver 10 in a row, show the people that love me that I got it for 10-plus records.  That would be an accomplishment."

Necro's list of accomplishments are already staggeringly long and varied. His latest power move was signing a distribution deal with industry powerhouse Fontana/Universal, also home to such acclaimed indie record labels as Strange Music & Psychopathic Records, plus artists like Mos Def, Rakim, Rammstein, and Mannheim Steamroller.
Even though he has the best distribution of his career, don't expect Necro to change. "There are times I feel like, ‘Damn, my music is so negative, brutal and violent,' but I don't think I would know how to do anything else or different," he says. "My fans are kids that have had it rough. They relate to my angst. I can't worry about why people like me or don't. All I know is a lot of people do like me and that's a blessing to me, to be able to go to any country on earth and be paid to perform, and get respect from fans. That ain't a bad thing." 

Especially when you were told you'd amount to nothing by most people in society.  
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Track Listing:


asBESTos


Pit


Thugcore Cowboy


DIE!


Set It


Brutalized


Serpent's Bite


The Kink Panther


Hey Now








The Asshole Anthem


Sorcerer of Death's Construction


First Blood


Thin Line Between Love & Hate


Bedbugs


Viva Necro


F.U.B.A.R.


The Human Traffic King (White Slavery Pt. 2)
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