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Unspoken

March 17th, 2009 
Battery Records
Gospel music that combines elements of pop, R&B, jazz, soul, funk, hip-hop, rock, Latin, electro, punk, and trance seems like a recipe for disaster. But for TONEX (pronounced "Toe-Nay"), using a hodge podge of different genres to spread the word is so second nature that he even created a name, “Nureau,” for his multifarious sound. Raised in San Diego by a father who was as senior pastor and played saxophone with James Brown, and a mother who was a minister and sang in various girl groups, TONEX couldn’t avoid music’s gravitational pull. He started recording songs by the time he was 10, and had so much success with his 1997 independent release, Pronounced Toe-Nay, that the young upstart was asked to perform on the prestigious Stellar Gospel Music Awards.

The buzz from that performance was such an accelerant for TONEX’s career that some compared it to the impact that Michael Jackson had introducing the “moonwalk” to the world on the Motown 25th Anniversary special. Given the opening, TONEX quickly became a gospel heavyweight with his high falsetto voice and a string of impressive and well-received albums. His momentum continued to crescendo and hit its apex with 2004’s double CD, Out Of the Box. The album garnered TONEX a Grammy nomination for the Best Soul Gospel Album, debuted at number one on Billboard’s Top Gospel Album chart, and eventually netted him six Stellar Awards including “Artist of the Year.”

Despite all the success, TONEX decided to take a hiatus from dropping major label commercial releases, which ended up lasting five years. He took the time to explore and experiment with different types of music. He also took over as senior pastor at his father’s church and produced music for TV shows like the popular One on One. Deciding that the time to return was appropriate, TONEX has come back with Unspoken. “At this point in my life I have a lot that I could say but some things are just better left unsaid,” he says. “I figured that this time I should let the music do the talking."

The music says plenty, tackling a wide range of subjects while delicately balancing on the hinges of mainstream and TONEX's gospel roots. "This is a transition album for me,” TONEX states. “I knew that I was heading in a more mainstream direction, but I didn't wanna alienate the fan base generated from Out the Box. Even though I appreciate that album's success, I felt that there were so many more people from different demographics I still had yet to reach. I made the transition from Jive/Verity to Battery Records to facilitate that career evolution." His propensity for stretching boundaries results in a new LP featuring hard-hitting R&B, Dance, and even dabbling in alternative rock. Aside, from the innovative and forward-thinking melding of various unexpected genres, his dedication to letting his music take center-stage is apparent. Unspoken’s linear notes are sparse and don’t even contain "Thank You’s.”

The album’s profound lead single, "Blend,” addresses the need to stay true to one's self. "I felt like it was going to be the lead single from the jump because I felt like the previous label I was on didn't allow me to [image: image2.jpg]


be who I really was,” TONEX says. “The song represents who I've been all along, but bringing that artist to the masses for the first time. I want the world to know that TONEX is different and proud of his individuality. It's not a contradiction to have faith and be original in your presentation. Originality is key and I want people young and old to feel okay with just being themselves and loving themselves." It sounds ambitious, but nothing that one of Gospel’s most dynamic and creative artists can’t achieve.

www.myspace.com/theofficialtonex
Digital photos, bio and music available at

http://www.audibletreats.com/download/Tonex
For more info contact:

Michelle McDevitt:  718.768.7275  michelle@audibletreats.com
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