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At last, The Pharcyde has returned to the masses with yet another gem.  The group’s new album, Humboldt Beginnings, delivers all the creativity and talent from their Bizarre Ride days plus much more.  It is the culmination of over ten years of honed musical passion and maturation.  In that time The Pharcyde has put out 4 albums, been through one break-up, and formed their own record label; it’s been a bizarre ride indeed.

 

The new ride for The Pharcyde starts with Humboldt Beginnings. The album gives their fans a trip down memory lane with the same laissez-faire vibe and fertile lyrics from the Pharcyde’s past classics while paying homage to their favorite plant (and even providing a recipe for “special” brownies on the inside sleeve of the CD). The album showcases the skills that make the duo of Booty Brown and Imani a relevant force in today’s hip-hop landscape, not just classic hip-hop ambassadors. Humboldt Beginnings’ mix of songs and skits takes listeners on a journey that seems simple at the beginning but is in fact highly complex. “It’s like walking down a hallway with many doors,” says Brown, “You’re trying to get to the door at the end but along the way you get sidetracked and explore the other rooms along the way.”

“Knew U” is the lead single; an atmospheric joint about how the people you think you know best may have another side to them you never thought possible. “Illusions“ combines a musical nod to synth-driven 80’s funk with a lyrical critique of people who front like they’re hard or special when in reality they are insecure and utterly ordinary. “The Bomb” displays the album’s proclivity toward experimental production by combining banging beats with electronic soundscapes that flow and ebb through the song. Lest you doubt the fun side of The Pharcyde,  “The Uh-huh” and “Bongloads II” are head nodding compendiums and odes to a familiar subject: Cannabis sativa. With a mischievous smile Brown explains, “Some hip-hop is so serious these days. We made this album for people to vibe to.”

For those who need a bit of hip-hop history review, the band burst onto the scene in 1992 with their classic debut, Bizarre Ride II the Pharcyde.  The Californian quartet consisted of Tre “Slimkid” Hardson, Romye “Booty Brown” Robinson, Derrick “Fatlip” Stewart, and Imani Wilcox. The innovative group broke the mold of West Coast gangsta rap by combining witty rhymes and jazzy beats with hilarious skits, clownish antics, and stoned perceptions. The Pharcyde quickly became known as true innovators not only by hip-hop heads, but also crossed over and became favorites amongst the alternative music crowd.

Fans anxiously waited three long years for the follow-up album, LabCabinCalifornia.  Unleashed in 1995, the album revealed the growth of a band that had endured the realities of the music industry and fame.  "Devil Music" contains perhaps the most quoted Pharcyde lyric of all, one that reflects the damage that the music industry can reap on recording artists’ spirits: "Every time I step to the microphone / I put my soul on two-inch reels that I don't even own." 

In 1997, the ride began to turn bizarre. The Pharcyde had just completed their third album, Plain Rap, and were enjoying the fruits of their labor as once-struggling artists who had risen up and truly impacted the world of hip-hop.  Things were going well for the group when Fatlip unexpectedly decided that it was time to leave the group and pursue a solo career. It was not long before Slimkid followed suit, leaving Booty Brown and Imani to make sense of their decisions emotionally, musically, and financially.

Imani and Booty Brown stayed focused and clung to the Pharcyde recipe of success: retreat into the studio, lose yourself in the music, test yourself by pushing boundaries and hustle like you never knew what a record deal was.  They took breaks from their musical endeavors in the studio by embarking on several worldwide tours. These tours saw the band start to use live instrumentation, which elevated their performances to a level they had never achieved before. They also took time to complete one of their biggest milestones to date; they decided to eschew the tribulations of dealing with record labels and took control of their own destiny by forming their own record label, Chapter 1 Records.

 

Today finds the group in fine form. They have become renowned for their dynamic live shows and tireless touring schedule. The lush video for “Knew U” is getting rotation and introducing the group to a new generation of fans. They have their hands in several side projects, including Brown’s appearance on the new Gorillaz album (on the upcoming single “Dirty Harry”) and Imani’s forthcoming debut solo album. The future is bright for these hip-hop legends. "We’re continuing to build on the sound we’ve created over the last decade," Imani vows. "Our music is innovative and creative!" Word. And by the way, to any doubters, the Pharcyde have a few things to say: Ya mama, ya mama, ya mama.

www.thepharcyde.com

[image: image3.jpg]e i

G &
e
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